CLEMENCEAU

But there was always an active section left which in all
good faith stood to their views that under the capitalist system
nothing could justify the workers of one country in killing the
workers of another. They had no interest in their own nation
which was worth defending in the field. The past of France
was for them a record of class oppression, the present of France
the continuance of chattel slavery in disguise, the future of
France no better than the permanence of penal servitude for
life as wage-slaves to the bourgeoisie. German domination
could be no worse for them than the economic tyranny of their
own capitalist countrymen.

This form of social fanaticism now exists in every European
nation. It is as bitter and, given the opportunity, as unscru-
pulous and cruel as any form of religious intolerance that ever
exercised control. Economic theory entirely obscures history
and facts with such men. Not even the awful horrors of
the German invasion, horrors quite unprecedented in modern
warfare and systematically practised in order to engender
terror, and destroy the means of creating wealth, could convert
Socialists of this school. As a Socialist I understand their
fanaticism, though I despise their judgment. Capitalism
under the control of home employers and financiers is bad,
but it can be controlled by educated workers. Capitalism in
victorious alliance with foreign Junkerdom would have made
France uninhabitable for Frenchmen, and would have thrown
back democratic Socialism for at least two generations through-
out Europe,

Nevertheless, this furious minority, in conjunction with
Socialists of political intrigue, among whom Jean Longuet
(son of Charles Longuet the member of the Commune and
grandson of Karl Marx) was the leader, became eventually
the majority, owing to the weakness of the heads of the patriotic
section. This success laid the French Socialist Party open to
the charge of being not only anti-patriotic but definitely pro-
German. It led to the retirement of forty-one Deputies
from the " unified" combination. The violent animosity
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